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slighted, however. Poe and Whitman, the two writers who most 
severely test the critic's breadth and impartiality, are han- 
dled with evident care to state all the facts and to help the 
reader to arrive at his own judgment. 

In form, the book, though admirably printed, is unduly heavy 
for use by students ; and it lacks the apparatus of tables, maps, 
and bibliographies that have come to be expected in such a 
work. It is to be praised for lucid arrangement and for a clear 
and comfortable style. Professor Cairns has a power of conden- 
sation and a gift of interest that are somewhat unusual in com- 
bination. The result is compactness without weight and a text- 
book that is sufficiently interesting to entice that somewhat ex- 
acting person, the general reader. John C. French. 



The Play of To-Day. By Elizabeth R. Hunt. New York: The John 
Lane Company. 1913. 

Notwithstanding the facts that the book under review has 
been endorsed by the Drama League of America and that it 
has much to commend it to the intelligent though untrained 
playgoer, it has so many faults of style that it provokes constant 
irritation in the reader who believes that a critical work should 
first be beyond criticism in matters of form and expression. 
Though there is nothing in the book that is in any way a contri- 
bution to dramatic criticism, — nor in fact does the author put 
forth any such claim, — it might be a useful guide for classes in 
the study of the modern drama or for the layman seeking to 
know more about the play than he could gain from the orches- 
tra chair. The teaching of the book is on the whole sound, 
even if somewhat superficial, and its illustrations from modern 
plays are abundant and illuminating. Particularly instructive 
might be the chapters on the structure of the play as well as 
those on the different types of drama presented in the theatre 
to-day. The points emphasized are made clear by apt citations 
and summaries. J. W. T. 



